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Praise be to Allah the Lord of All Being

Blessings and Peace be upon Our Master Muhammad,
the Messenger of God, upon his Family and his
Companions

Even though we have every respect for Professor Hasan
Hanafi, yet we deem it our learned duty to point out
that his intellectual project and his vast works of many
volumes are all trying to tell us the following: that our
tradition, with all of its principles and its discourses,
cannot be depended upon in the modern age; it must
first be revised and reinvented anew. So far, we can
agree with him, in one way or another, if the process of
renewal will also maintain the principles, the permanent
values and all the categorical texts. For exercising
ijtithad must be disciplined by transmitted knowledge as
well as by intellectual discourse, in all such equivocal
branches of the tradition as are susceptible to
reconsideration, to keep up with new challenges and
address new cases. But we utterly disagree with him
when says that this renewal must first abolish or
dismantle the primary axioms and the unequivocal

principles of the tradition, distorting and disfiguring it

and then reintroducing it to Muslims, as life-saving
buoy for their modern life.
This book offers a claim, certain premises and certain
arguments; it also includes discussions, objections and
replies. We offer them to discharge our duty regarding
the defence of the eternal legacy of Islam, against any
misunderstanding or misinterpretation.
Ahmad At-Tayyib
Cairo on 5/ Rabie Awwal/ 1434 AH

17/ January/ 2013 CE
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